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People in Tokyo use a “Suica” card
for public transport; in London, the
equivalent is called an “Oyster” card.

The name “Suica” is a kind of play on
words, and so is the name “Oyster”. First,
in 18th-century London, oysters were a
popular dish among the ordinary people,
who enjoyed the plentiful oysters that

could be found in the River Thames at
that time. Second, there is a common

saying in English: “The world is your
oyster”, which means something like “The
world is full of opportunities, and you are
free to make use of them”. That saying
comes originally from a Shakespeare
play.

What I want to say to our students at
the new Inokashira Campus is the same
thing. At this new campus, the world is

your oyster, because you have many, many

opportunities, and those opportunities are
increasing all the time: you can study more
and more outside your own faculty; you
can mix with a wider range of classmates
from a wider range of backgrounds;
you can more and more easily include
overseas study in your plans. I must stress
that for all Kyorin students the “Oyster”
does not allow you to travel around only
one city, but permits you to travel to many
countries and territories and enrich your
study, your career and your life. Good
luck!
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