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IV— 6. Writing Center 2014-2015 Report

Writing centers have become ubiquitous in
higher education settings in North America, as
well as in much of Europe. More recently, writing
centers have become a part of many Japanese
universities. The 2014-2015 academic year marked
the beginning of the Kyorin University Writing
Center. As this is the university's first self-access
learning center, it was necessary to build it from
the ground up. Thus, our activities this year
consisted mostly of planning, preparation, and
launching. Early on, it was decided that our goal
was to open the center before the end of the fall
semester. By opening on a small scale towards
the end of this year, we could work through any
difficulties and be in a better position to begin
operations in the 2015-2016 academic year.

Initial plans for staffing, furnishing, and
equipping the Center were developed and carried
out in the fall of 2014. Special Lecturer Virginia
Kita was hired to see to the daily activities of the
Writing Center. After much consideration, a space
for the new facility was designated at the Hachioji
Campus. During the month of November,
biweekly information sessions were carried out
during lunchtime. These information sessions
served two purposes: 1) to introduce the concept
of a writing center, 2) to advertise the part-time
job of peer tutor. A total of 31 people, including
one faculty and two staff members attended these
session. Most of the students who attended were
English majors, and 17 of them expressed interest
in the part-time job of peer tutor.

The next step was to consider potential
candidates for the newly created position of peer
tutor. Six students were eventually selected based
on interviews, writing samples, faculty
recommendations, and an application form. All
successful candidates were English majors who
showed considerable enthusiasm for writing and
They would all

become 3rd or 4th year students in the upcoming

communicating with others.
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academic year.

In addition to the preparations described
above, visits were made to other university writing
centers. Two visits were arranged to the Waseda
University Writing Center, which was one of the
first writing centers in Japan. The initial visit
involved a meeting with their director and several
staff members to learn about their experience and
receive some first-hand advice. A follow-up visit
provided an opportunity to observe and participate
in one of their tutor training meetings. A visit to
Soka University's writing center included a
thorough tour of the facilities and a chance to ask
The three visits

provided insights that helped decide the writing

questions about procedures.

session goals, the hiring process for tutors, and
more for Kyorin University’s center.

Due to the difficulty of coordinating the
schedules of various contractors and service
providers, construction of the writing center was
somewhat delayed. Thus, the opening that had
been tentatively planned for November was
pushed back to December. Although it may have
been better to start the writing center in its
permanent space, operations began instead in the
library. Initially, hours were limited and peer
tutors were not active in the sessions (due to the
need to train the tutors first).

Peer tutors’ introductory training was
completed in early January, and operations
officially began on the 13" with an open house
party to mark the occasion. Visiting instructor
Nicholas Ward, of Christchurch Polytechnic
Institute of Technology (New Zealand), gave a
lunchtime lecture on January 15" The topic of the
lecture was the corrective feedback given on
writing assignments at CPIT. This interactive
lecture was held at the writing center, with eight
students and several faculty and staff members in
attendance.

Although classes were finished by the end of
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January, the writing center remained open through
the first half of February to help students going on
short-term study abroad programs. Students
going to Los Angeles worked on letters of
introduction to their host families, while students
going to Oxford wrote a series of short speeches.
The 23 writing sessions with these students
allowed the newly trained peer tutors to gain
experience and confidence.

Peer tutors were able to further develop their
tutoring skills through interaction with Shotoku
Gakuen High School students, who visited the
writing center on February 10" The four students
and their teacher came to the writing center to
experience the campus environment and have the
experience of getting peer feedback on their
academic writing. Before the high school students
arrived, the peer tutors had a mini-training on how

to best meet the high school students’ needs.

Ms. Kita had visited Shotoku Gakuen High School
once before this meeting, and she made two
additional wvisits to the school to help students
complete their research papers.

March was a time of reflection and additional
planning aimed at improving operations for the
upcoming academic year. Five peer tutors were
retained (one graduated), and several documents
used in the center were revised. The books
acquired through the grant were catalogued,
arranged, and a system for checking them out was
set up and advertised. It is hoped that students
will make use of many of the titles for self-study.
Other books will be used by peer tutors both
during and outside of writing sessions. They will
also be used to design tutor trainings. Finally, it is
hoped that faculty members will consult the books
on the topics of writing, rubrics, intercultural

communication, and portfolios, among others.
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Throughout the 2014 academic calendar, Kyorin I found the Shotoku High School students to be
University and Shotoku Gakuen have been enthusiastic, adventurous, and willing to listen to
cooperating on a regular basis. Students at Shotoku and engage with the new ideas and environment. I
High School made a club under the leadership of a found their attitudes refreshing. I believe it was a
teacher and the school counsellor. The Vice valuable experience for the students and I would
President, Paul Snowden, and/or I would visit the encourage more hands-on study tours to Viet Nam
school and work with the students. and other Southeast Asian and African countries.

- - AR

As part of that cooperation, I joined the Shotoku
High School students’ Viet Nam educational tour
program in December 2014. I accompanied the
students’ visits to the JICA offices in Hanoi, where
we had a meeting discussing JICA’s projects in
Viet Nam, and to a countryside “cultural village”,
where the students were able to enjoy traditional
singing and costumes of people from the north of
Viet Nam, get their hands “dirty” by picking corn

and other vegetables grown in garden plots, and

enjoy a plentiful feast of local foods.
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