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2016-2017 Writing Center Report
Submitted by R. Fallon, March 2017

[. Writing Center Objectives

A. One of the main objectives of the Writing
Center is to provide support to Kyorin
students from all faculties in writing that they
must do in English. The support includes
advice on organizing ideas and information
and on the appropriate expression of ideas in
English. Types of writing that students bring
to the writing center include: writing class
homework assignments, scripts of speeches
and presentations, texts on Power Point slides,

essays on study-abroad applications, and

spring and autumn terms to advise Kyorin
students on the writing they were doing in
English. Tutoring was basically done on a
one-to-one basis, though at times a group of
students who were working on a group
presentation came together for a tutoring
session. During each term, the number of
tutoring sessions was heaviest toward the end
of the term when most writing and
The

following tables summarize the tutoring for

presentation assignments were due.

each term and give yearly totals.

research reports, among others. Support to

Number of Individual Tutoring Sessions
L. Spring Term 249

II. Autumn Term 143

Total 392

students who come to the Center is mainly
provided by qualified peer tutors in both
English and Japanese.

B. Another objective of the Writing Center is to
establish and broaden connections with

personnel in all Faculties of the university to Number of Students Served

encourage them to recommend the services of I. Spring Term 138
the Center to their students. II. Autumn Term 76
C. Equally important is the Center’s objective to Total 214

establish connections with high schools -
Note: Of the 76 students who visited the

Writing Center in the Autumn Term,

principals, teachers, and students - in order to
promote the activities of the Center and to
offer some opportunities to high school 36 were students who had also visited
students to experience the benefits of Writing the Center in the Spring Term, thus
Center services. visiting the Center at least once each
Term. Some students came on a
II. Writing Center Activities

In order to achieve the objectives of the Writing

regular basis to the Center, not only
when assignments were due.
Center, the following activities have been carried
out during the 2016-2017 academic year.

A. Tutoring in the Center. In addition to Ms.
Fallon, seven peer tutors, all senior students,

worked on a regular schedule during the
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Number of Visits Per Student (based on incomplete data)

1 visit 2-4 visits
1. Spring Term 100 27
II. Autumn Term 50 9

Faculty From Which Students Came to the Center

Tourism Social Science
1. Spring Term 50+ 8
II. Autumn Term 23+ 3

5 or more visits

11
7

English Chinese Medical

27 6 2
11 5 0

Note: This data is incomplete because some students did not record their Faculty when they filled out

the information sheet.

Students Who Visited the Center, by Year

1st Year 2nd Year 3rd Year 4th Year Graduate
I. Spring Term 15 83 0 2
II. Autumn Term 7 39 5 0

Note: This data is incomplete because some students did not record their year in the university when

they filled out the information sheet.

Comments: Most of the students who came to the
Writing Center during this academic year were
second-year students and students in the Tourism
Faculty. This is partly because writing courses
are required for second-year students in this
Faculty and the professors of those courses
encouraged their students to visit the Writing
Center at least once a term. This type of
cooperation between the Writing Center staff and
professors in any faculty should continue to be
encouraged.

B. Peer Tutors. In addition to working with
students who came to the Writing Center,
the Peer Tutors developed innovative review
lessons for students using the functions of the
Big Pad and related Internet technology. This
was useful not only for students receiving help
in the Center, but also for visitors to the
Center during Open Campus events and for
high school students who came to the Center

for special seminars. Peer Tutors also helped

34

in preparing information for the visit by
members of the MonKaSho.

C. Outreach Activities.

year, several outreach activities were

During the academic

organized in the Writing Center. The Global
Seminar on Academic Writing held three
sessions in the Autumn Term for students
from three high schools. A total of 9 students
attended at least one of the sessions. The
focus was on basic principles of academic
writing and specific advice and practice for
writing essays required on applications for
universities overseas. Students had three
writing assignments for the Seminar; each one
was reviewed with corrections and comments
by Ms. Fallon, giving each student individual
feedback on his/her writing strengths and
weaknesses. Peer tutors participated in the
Seminar sessions and made effective use of
the BigPad in giving the high school students
useful help with their writing.
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Open mini-classes for students from local high
schools were offered by the Writing Center
though no high school students were able to
attend. This type of outreach activity should
be offered again. Perhaps the timing of the
sessions could be changed and communication
with high school teachers could be
strengthened in order to make this
opportunity more easily available to high

school students.

D. Recruitment of New Peer Tutors From the

start of the Autumn Term, Ms. Fallon and the
Peer Tutors began the process of recruiting
new peer tutors for the 2017-2018 academic
year. Applications were accepted from
candidates who were then interviewed by Ms.
Fallon and current Peer Tutors. Those who
passed the interview were invited to observe
tutoring sessions and work with Peer Tutors
to learn the basic procedures of the Writing
Center. An initial training session was held at
the end of March for the new tutors. Training

will continue in April and the Spring Term.

[ll. Outcomes of the Writing Center Activities

It is difficult to determine the extent to which

the tutoring that students received at the Writing

Center during this academic year improved their

specific writing skills or their grades on their

English assignments.

However, the Writing

Center staff believe that the following general

goals were achieved.

Receiving personalized, individual attention
from peer tutors helped the students
identify clearly their individual strengths
and weaknesses in English generally and in
English writing in particular. This gave
students a more positive attitude toward
studying and learning English and
confidence in their ability to improve.

The cooperation and coordination between
the staff of the Writing Center and

professors teaching English in their classes
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had the positive effect of giving students the
understanding that their class work and the
support service of the Center are
The efforts of the
university to help students learn are

complementary.
consistent. Teachers and Writing Center
staff are all focused on the same goals:
helping students improve their skills.

The concept of students (peer tutors)
helping students is another outcome that is
difficult to measure in numerical terms. Yet
this outcome is also significant, both for the
students and the peer tutors themselves.
Some of the peer tutors will be English
teachers in Japanese high schools and junior
high schools, and their experience as tutors
in the Writing Center will carry on through
their own language classes in the future.
The connections between Kyorin University
and high schools has also been strengthened
to some extent by the activities of the
Writing Center. This is a small but
important person-to-person contact between
teachers, administrators and students from
different educational spheres in Japan.
Kyorin University's Writing Center is
patterned on similar tutoring centers in
universities throughout the world.
Therefore it enhances the university's
mission as a university with a global identity

and focus.

V. Concluding Comments

Suggestions for further development of activities

of the Kyorin University Writing Center include

the following:

Continue and expand contact and
cooperation with Kyorin teachers in all
faculties. Develop appropriate short-term
events or activities to make all students of
the university aware of the benefits and
services of the Center.

Continue and expand contact and

cooperation with high school principals,



teachers and students. Develop more e Hold short seminars for teachers of English

attractive and effective activities to attract writing classes (or any classes that use
high school students to the Center. English in any way) to give them hints on
Consider the possibility of “mini-events” for effective ways to teach basic concepts of
students on the Inokashira campus. This writing and to encourage them to make use
could include open lunch-time “seminars” of the Writing Center as complementary
focusing on particular writing issues: Power sources of learning for their students.

Point English, Common Errors, English for

Essays on Exams, Writing Tips for IELTS There are many ways in which the Writing Center
tests, Polite English for Business. can be Integrated into many aspects of Kyorin
Explore innovative uses of technology - University's overall mission for the future. These
especially the BigPad - to help students suggestions are meant as a starting point for
improve their English overall and their creative thinking on how the Center can expand
writing in particular. Include students and its own goals and achievements in the future. The
teachers in the process of innovation and possibilities should be limited only by the users’
creative uses of accessible, evolving own lmaginations.

technology.
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In the summer of 2016, two days were set The objective of the program was focused on
aside for the annual Kyorin Summer Camp. It was developing both language skills and using language
designed as an English immersion camp and was in unique contexts. The development of the core
held at Kyorin University Inokashira Campus. In language needs of the students was taken into
attendance were fourteen Kyorin students and five account when forming the curriculum, but cultural
visiting high school students. Four full-time Special understanding and conventions were considered
Lecturers provided the guidance necessary for the key elements within this structure. The program
students to achieve a valuable experience. The began with students introducing themselves to
course work included a variety of activities. Some each other in English. Once the students were
activities focused on pronunciation, critical thinking comfortable in their groups, they proceeded to the
and vocabulary, while others concentrated more next activity. A relaxed, open and friendly
directly on cultural awareness and social atmosphere was always maintained. This effort
perspectives. was made so that the students were as

The groups were designed to be small, comfortable as possible while they shared
allowing the teachers the ability to assist students information about themselves, sometimes to
when needed. Tongue twister challenges were complete strangers. The students were continually
used to highlight the individual needs of each encouraged to express their opinions and ideas.
student and provided feedback on how to improve Each activity had a specific focus to allow the
their pronunciation and fluency. Information gap student a chance to focus on the task at hand.
activities pushed the students to use critical Through careful observation, the lecturer was able
thinking skills to solve problems. Other challenges to consider the proficiency level of each individual.
included acting out specific situations. This Within this process, error correction could be
provided an opportunity to discuss observed personalized and appropriate for each student.
behaviors and make well-thought-out conclusions, After the first day, homework assignments
as well as how these conclusions may affect their were given to allow the student time to reflect on
cultural understanding. Throughout the two-day what they had studied during that day. This
program, the students’ vocabulary, grammar, and information was recorded into the students’ work
pronunciation were observed by the attending pamphlet and then submitted to the instructors
instructor, and corrections were made when who would then grade them and provide feedback.
necessary. On the second day, there was also time set aside
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to discuss the objectives of the program and to
summarize the students’ achievements as well as
their future goals.

In summary, the students reported on having
learned new vocabulary and some interesting

facts. Many students also stated their need to have

more courage when using English to express
themselves, promising that they would try harder
to do so in the future. This was a great opportunity
for all involved to reflect on the future and how

best to proceed.

=
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