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Kyorin Writing Center Objectives

Objective 1: Student Support

The first objective of the Kyorin Writing
Center (KWC) is to provide support to students
from all university faculties. All students that
require help with their written English are
welcome in the KWC. Support to the students is
provided by specially trained Peer Tutors (PT) in
three languages (English, Japanese, and Chinese).
Students usually use the KWC for help and
support with homework, essay, assignment,
presentation (script or PowerPoint slides), and
applications (for study abroad programs).
Typically, students seek help with ideas,
brainstorming, essay structure, sentences and
paragraphs, vocabulary, and grammar. The goal of
the KWC is for students to play an active role in
the help that they receive from the PT. It is
important for students to express their own ideas

and thoughts in the support process.
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Objective 2: Interdepartmental
Cooperation and Support

The second objective is to foster greater
interdepartmental cooperation in promoting the
services of the KWC to the students. Maintaining
connections and collaborating with all faculties
allows staff to encourage students to seek
extracurricular help and support in English
writing. Another goal of the KWC is to give
support to all staff. Personnel from teaching and
administrative staff that need help with their
written English are welcome in the KWC.

Objective 3: Affiliated Partners

The third objective is for our Acceleration
Program (AP) partners to experience and make
use of the many services that the KWC has to
offer. It is important for the KWC to maintain
existing connections and establish new connections
to further promote English education for high
school students. Kyorin University listens to our
partners and provides seminars and workshops
which are suitable for the needs of high school

students.
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Kyorin Writing Center Activities

The objectives of the KWC were achieved by
the following actions and activities which were
accomplished during the 2017-2018 academic year.

Tutoring

Tutoring in the KWC was carried out on a
one-to-one basis during the spring and autumn
semesters. Sometimes groups of students were
tutored together when they had a group
presentation. Tutoring was carried out mainly by
the PT with Mr. Somerville in a supervisory role.
Usually students would make an appointment in
advance. However, walk-ins were accepted when

possible.

Peer Tutors

During the spring semester eight PT from
Japan and China worked in the KWC. This number
rose to ten PT in the autumn semester. All PT
were new to the KWC for the academic year
2017-2018. After initial training PT were allowed
to work with customers (students) usually
tutoring. PT also helped prepare the KWC for
open campus and writing seminars and also
assisted in workshops. In addition to tutoring PT
were asked to make posters and flyers and also
conduct special drop-ins for IELTS writing

practice.

Open Campus

The KWC was open for business for each of
five open campus days and was staffed by at least
two PT and Mr. Somerville. Three activities were
created to allow high school students to experience
university life at Kyorin. The three activities
ranged in difficulty and were Postcard Writing,
Report Writing, and Entrance Exam Writing.
Students were encouraged and supported by the
PT and given one-to-one help and feedback.
Students (and also parents) dropped in at various

times throughout the day with each session usually
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lasting around 20 minutes. However, some students
stayed for over an hour. In total the KWC served
85 students over the five days.

Workshops

Four workshops for university students were
taught during the two semesters in the KWC.
These workshops were created to build upon and
enhance regular lessons and were advertised,
promoted and open to all students. PT assisted

when they were available.

1. English Writing: The paragraph-three 90
minute lessons Seven students attended

2. English Writing: The five paragraph essay-
three 90 minute lessons Six students attended

3. Presentation Skills-five 90 minute lessons
Eight students attended

4. Email Writing: two 90 minute lessons Six

students attended

Qutreach Activities

During the academic year two Global AP
Writing Seminars were held in the KWC on
Saturday afternoon. The purpose was to give
participating high school students a taste of
university life and also a chance to work on
activities not taught at high school level. The first
writing seminar concentrated on writing two parts
of figurative language (creative language): simile
and metaphor. Both are useful tools for helping
English language students become more fluent and
expressive in their writing. 12 high school students
attended and were supported by three PT. The
students were all given help and feedback with
corrections and comments delivered by Mr.
Somerville assisted by the PT. The BigPad was
utilized in the seminar and was a helpful tool. The
second writing seminar brought together all three
activities used in the open campus tutorials. All

students completed Postcard Writing, Report



Writing, and Entrance Exam Writing. They were to encourage greater student interaction). 117
given specialized help on how to structure their students attended the Global AP Seminar. See
paragraphs academically with the ‘hamburger ‘Statistics’ section for breakdown of students.
paragraph’ style introduced. Six high school
students attended and were supported by three Statistics
PT. The following tables summarize data for the
academic year 2017-2018.
Mr. Somerville visited several affiliated

partner schools throughout the year as part of the Number of individual tutoring sessions
Global AP Seminar. This was a great chance to Spring term 120

take the services of the KWC to our partner high Autumn term 91

schools for the promotion of English and Total 211

intercultural communication. Four high schools

were visited (one twice) with a mixture of lecture Number of students served

(The town of Edinburgh and the school system in Spring term 79

Scotland), lesson (Pronunciation), and workshop Autumn term 69

(Mobile-assisted Language Learning-Smartphones Total 148

Number of visits per student

1 visit 2-3 visits 4 or more visits
Spring term 54 23 2
Autumn term 50 14 5

Faculty from which students came to the KWC

Foreign Studies Social Science Health Science Medical
Spring term 59 12 8 0
Autumn term 44 23 2 0

Students who visited the KWC, by year

1* 2nd 3 4t Graduate Staff
Spring term 10 51 7 8 0 3
Autumn term 23 32 4 5 0 5

Note: workshop university students (21) and writing seminar high school students (18) are
not included in the data above.

Outreach Activity High School Students Global AP Seminar (visiting high schools)
Kawagawa Sogo: 23 students

Global AP Writing Seminar (in KWC) Kanto Kokusai: 25 students

Writing Seminar: - June: 12 students Musashi Murayama: 24 students

Writing Seminar - October: 6 students Junten: 16 students

18 in total Kanto Kokusai: 29 students

117 in total
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Open campus (in KWC)
8b students in total

Kyorin Writing Center Outcomes

As no official data from research was carried
out, it is difficult to determine the extent to which
the tutoring that the students received in the
KWC during the academic year 2017-2018
improved student performance. However, from
talking with students and teachers, the staff of the
KWC (Mr. Somerville and PT) believes and
surmises that students (and staff) have greatly
benefitted from the KWC services, and hence the
objectives of the KWC have been met.

Students

Students who visited the KWC received
personalized, individual help from specially trained
PT. The PT assisted the students in writing
better, more focused, more structured essays.
Some student brought in a paragraph or a
presentation script, others brought in a five
paragraph essay, but they all received ideas and
advice on how to make their writing more
academic and suitable for university standard.
Students who entered under confident and lacking
In written accuracy left with a sense of
accomplishment and belief that they could improve
their writing. It is believed that students felt
happier and more positive about learning English
after visiting the KWC. After talking with teachers
whose students received help and support from
the KWC, teachers commented on how students’

performance in homework, presentation (content)
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and grades improved. Several students were also
asked if their visit to the KWC made a difference
and they replied positively.

Staff

Not only students, but also staff members
used the services of the KWC, from professors
who needed help writing an academic paper to
administration staff who needed help with emails
and presentations. The feedback given was

effective.

Peer Tutors

All PT for the academic year were new to the
KWC, so initial training in two academic writing
workshops really got them up to speed quick and
gave them the confidence to be effective PT.
Throughout the year PT have not only continued
to learn and improve their academic writing, but
improve their personal and social skills. Their
‘customer service  has been honed over the year
and they are now able to offer the benefits of
improved English skill as well as assisting and
satisfying students’ needs. This was also evident in
the PT helping high school students and putting
them at ease. The PT helped to bridge the gap
between the teacher (Mr. Somerville) and the
high school students and showed them how get
the best out of their university experience. Some
PT started in the KWC a little scared and



overwhelmed, but have now transformed into
confident and educated young adults whose
performance in essays and assignments has vastly
improved. During the year all PT have completed
on-the-job training from an academic writing
textbook and a common English errors textbook.
The intercultural benefits between the Japanese
and Chinese students really took off with a lot of
new friendships forged. Exchanging ideas and
talking about customs was a joy to witness. It is
Mr. Somerville’s belief that the PT have greatly
benefitted from their time in the KWC.

Affiliated Partners

The connections between Kyorin University

and our partner high schools has continued to
strengthen, which is evident from the feedback
given about the services of the KWC at the AP
Round Table meeting. We are continuing to work
together to better the English skill and
intercultural communication of the high school
students. By communicating with our high school
partners new ideas for the next Global AP Writing
Seminar have already been acted upon as the
KWC works towards the needs of our customers.
The building of relationships between the KWC
and partner high schools is continuing into the
next academic year with many principals and

teachers keen to employ the services of the KWC.

Conclusion

Further development of activities of the KWC
Is continuing and plans are already continuing to
get the best out of the resources available. It is
hoped that the KWC will advance and go from
strength to strength.

The continued cooperation between all Kyorin
staff to promote the services of the KWC is
important for increasing student numbers. Support
from all faculties is essential to the goals of the
KWC. By encouraging students teachers can have

a positive effect on the way the KWC functions.

Maintaining a dialog with our partner high
schools is important so that the KWC is able to
offer not just events and activities for university
students, but also tailor the needs of each high
school to their students. A symposium to bring
together English and Chinese cultural aspects was
suggested at the last AP Round Table meeting of
the academic year. This kind is feedback and
request which can be acted upon, creates a
stronger and successful relationship between

Kyorin University and its partners in equally
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shared goals.

Technology in the classroom is now playing a
big part in education throughout the world. It is
hoped to incorporate this into the KWC. The
majority of students who visit the KWC still write
using pen and paper, so more research on how to
use the technology for writing and using mobile
devices will be explored. In addition, the use of an
online booking system would be beneficial in
making appointments, which would make visiting
the KWC more efficient and much easier for
students. Research on this is being investigated by
Mr. Somerville and it is hoped that there will be a
budget allocated to facilitate this move to an online

appointment system.

The ongoing success of the KWC is an
important aspect of Kyorin University's overall
mission for the future. With sufficient backing the
objectives of the KWC will progress and endure
and university students, high school students and
Kyorin staff will reap the benefits of this valuable

resource.
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The Kyorin summer English Camp was On Monday morning the students continued
successfully held at Waku Waku Village in Takao working on their scripts for the News
from Sunday, August 6th to Tuesday, August 8th. Presentation. At lunch the students and teachers
Eight high school students and 17 university had a BBQ in the outdoor area, which involved
students attended. On Sunday afternoon all the chopping wood and then making a fire. The
students were split into groups and participated In students thoroughly enjoyed the preparation
a memory game to learn each other's names and process and then of course the food. Later in the
share personal information. This was followed by afternoon and in the evening session the students
another activity where they had to tell truths and continued working on their presentation. By the
a lie about themselves. These activities were end of the evening at 9pm the students had
designed for the students to become familiar with finished their scripts and posters.

each other whilst speaking in English. The next

lesson was talking about holidays and making On the last day after breakfast the students
postcards. The evening session was focused on the practiced for the News Presentation individually
‘News Presentation’” which was the main task and together in groups. Help was given on delivery
during the camp. The students had to make a skills, such as pronunciation, intonation, fluency
group presentation of fake news. The news was and transitioning. The students were encouraged
supposed to be crazy and strange. This encouraged to use eye contact and use gestures. After the
the students to really use their imaginations and practice the students presented their news and all
be creative. Included in the presentation were two groups did an excellent job. The combination of
or three news headlines and one or two sport high school students and university students was a
headlines followed by the weather. After writing winner with all groups working hard to complete
their scripts the students made a poster. their tasks. We successfully wrapped up and then

finished the camp around 1pm.
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The fall Writing Seminar place on Saturday,
October 21st, 2017 and was attended by six students
from three senior high schools (Musashi Murayama,
Junten and Kanto Kokusai). Three KWC Peer
Tutors attended the seminar and assisted the
teacher. There were three writing tasks: Postcard
Writing, Report Writing and Entrance Exam
Writing. The students were required to complete all
of the above tasks. The students who participated
received one-to-one help and assistance with either

the Peer Tutors or the teacher.
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After completion of the Postcard, students
were introduced to the ‘Hamburger Paragraph’
and encouraged to write with proper academic
structure (topic sentence, supporting sentences,
and concluding sentence). The students did an
excellent job and added more details and structure
to their already formidable writing skills. The
seminar was wrapped up with a short survey and

then photographs.
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