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Fluency Training (Jackie Talken)

How can we bring more active learning into the language classroom? In the quest to pass entrance exams or
other standardized tests, the fundamental purpose of language can be easily forgotten. That purpose is
communication and the sharing of ideas. One way to remind learners of this and to provide opportunities for
them to use the grammar and vocabulary they have learnt is by doing fluency training.

Learners engage in fluency training for each of the four skills on a regular basis, track their progress, and
receive ongoing feedback and encouragement from their teachers. During both input and output, they have a
chance to use whatever language they have already encountered, no matter the level.

In course feedback surveys, learners very often comment about how useful and enjoyable this part of the
lesson was for them. They say it not only gives them more confidence in using English but also provides a
chance to bond with their classmates. | hope you will also find it a useful strategy in your own classrooms.
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