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[ learnt a lot of things which I had never
known about, not only English language but
also about foreign cultures from this study
abroad.

The programme was very helpful for me to
improve my English skills, especially grammar.,
In the morning class, |1 studied grammar
intensively. When I could not understand
about topics or vocabularies in the text, I
asked teachers immediately. Also, when I
made a mistake with grammar, they pointed it
out and gave me advice. Their explanations
were easy to understand. However, they
sometimes used a bit difficult words in the
class, so | guessed what it meant and
expanded new vocabularies. In the afternoon
class, I studied many kinds of topics such as
business, charity, drama and others using
English. The most impressive topic was
drama. Japanese students and [ had to create
everything including the plot. This was the
first time [ had engaged myself with making
drama, so it was difficult. Also I was not good
at acting, so I was really nervous when I
played the role. However, it was a great
opportunity for me and one of my fabulous
memories while I was in Oxford. There were
many people who were from various
countries, and they had completely different
cultures from mine. When [ talked with them,

[ often found some differences between Japan

28

and their countries, and [ was surprised by it,

especially on food and law. [ did not know
about it at all, so [ compared and learnt the
differences.

My host family was very kind and reliable.
At first, [ was really worried about
accommoda-tion because this was the first
time [ had been overseas and lived away from
my parents for such a long time. However,
they always helped me and looked after me
kindly when I was ill, and their meals were
tasty, so [ liked it very much. I want 1o have
the meal again. Also, | celebrated their
birthdays with cards, and they were very
pleased by them. | am glad to have spent time
with them for three months. If I could go back
to Oxford, I want them to be my host family
again.

On holiday, [ visited many places such as
L.ondon, Stonehenge, Blenheim Palace and so
on. | saw fireworks at Guy Fawkes Night
which was a very famous event in Oxford. I
was impressed because going to London was
my dream. Thanks to studying abroad, it
came true. | really enjoyed these small trips

with my friends.
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