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TOKYO — Japan’s Pocketalk, a developer of mobile translation devices, is [ 1 |
smartphone-based service in February that simultaneously translates Japanese into ZI 75
languages including English and Chinese, Nikkei has learned, letting tour guides speak to
groups with mixed languages.

The rapid increase foreign visitors to Japan has left the tourism industry in a labor
crunch, which could jeopardize business opportunities.

Pocketalk’s new service will let tours E without worrying about language barriers,
helping travel agencies increase tours while maintaining current staff numbers.

Tour guides will use the service through a dedicated site accessed from their smartphone,
E the tourists they are guiding join through a QR code or other link from their own
smartphones.

When the guide speaks into the smartphone, the words are translated into the desired
language and played on the visitors’ phones. The service also can handle text.

Voice input supports 10 languages including Japanese and English. The output side
supports 52 languages for voice and 75 languages for text. The service will cost 99,000 yen
($662) per month per account.

Pocketalk, a subsidiary of software company SourceNext, also plans to E the service
overseas, including in the U.S.

visitors to Japan in January reached 3.78 million, up 41% year-on-year, setting a
record for a single month, the Japan National Tourism Organization reports.

In a 2024 survey by the Japan Tourism Agency targeting 93 organizations including
tourism associations and local tourism bureaus, over 80% of respondents thought there was a
shortage of tour guides.

(Nikkei Asia, February 27, 2025
FIREFEER S (N0.002307) )
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B: Sure! What do you need?
A: I left my textbook at home. Can we share yours just for today?
B: No problem. Here you go!
<1> Do you want to go shopping together after school?
2> Do you know where my textbook is?
3> Can we exchange our notebooks?

<4> Can you do me a favor?

A: Hey, long time no see! How have you been?

B: Pretty busy with classes and club activities.

A: Same here. ( )

B: Definitely! Let’s plan for next week.

<1> Why don’t you do homework?

c2> Let’s grab lunch sometime!

c3> We're supposed to finish this assignment by tomorrow.

c4> Let’s take a nap!

A: Do you still work at the library?

B: Yeah, just a few hours a week, though.

A ( ) I want to be more independent.

B: You should! It’s a good way to earn a little extra.
1> DI'm thinking of finding an apartment, too.

2> DI'm thinking of getting a part-time job, too.

3> 1 try to read as much as I can, too.

4> 1 work out at the gym for a couple of hours a week, too.



A: How did the economics midterm go?

B: Not great. ( )

A: The exam was tough indeed. Maybe we can study together for the final.

B: Good idea. I definitely need your help.

1> I should have spent more time reviewing the class materials.

2> 1 was able to answer all the questions.

3> I couldn’t take the exam, to be honest.

c4> 1 should be able to get a good grade for the class if I don’t miss the final.
Ea A ( )

B: I don’t think so. What’s up?

A: There’s a food festival downtown. Do you want to go together?

B: Sure! That sounds like fun.

c1> Are you free this Saturday?

c2> Are you interested in an international festival?

3> Do you have any plans for this weekend?

c4> Do you want to go out with me?
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Noriko:

Phil:

Noriko:

Phil:

Noriko:

Phil:

Noriko:

Phil:

Noriko:

Phil:

Noriko:

Phil:

Noriko:

Phil:

Hey Phil, have you heard of the Tanabata Festival?

Yeah, I've heard it’s a popular festival in Japan, but I don’t know much about it.
(13 )

Tanabata is a traditional Japanese festival that celebrates the meeting of two stars,
Orihime and Hikoboshi. It’s usually celebrated on the seventh day of the seventh
month of the lunar calendar. According to legend, they’re lovers separated by the
Milky Way and allowed to meet only once a year on Tanabata.

That’s really romantic. Where does this festival come from?

Actually, it ( 14 ) from the Chinese Qixi Festival. The story was introduced to
Japan during the Heian period and then became popular in the Edo period.

Oh, a friend of mine told me about Qixi Festival when I traveled to China two years
ago. The story is similar except the lovers’ names are Zhinii (the weaver-girl) and
Niulang (the cowherd). And it’s celebrated like Valentine’s Day in China.

(16 )

Yeah, in the old times, young girls would go to the temple to pray for a good
marriage. Nowadays, young people go on dates and gaze up at the sky to look for
the two stars in the Milky Way. They also exchange chocolate and flowers and post
romantic messages and pictures on social media. ’

That’s interesting! It’s very different from Japanese Tanabata!

Oh, really? So, ( 17 ) to celebrate Tanabata in Japan?

There are many things we do to celebrate it. One popular custom is to write wishes
on colorful pieces of paper called fanzaku and hang them on bamboo branches.
After the festival the tanzaku are usually burned at a temple. It means that the
wishes are (18 ) heaven.

That’s such a beautiful custom. Thanks for explaining it. So, what kind of wishes
are you going to write on tanzaku this year?

Hmm, I think I am going to wish for eternal life.

!
Oh,(19 come on!



Which of the following is best to fill in ( 13

1> Why do you say that?
c3> What'’s the problem?

Which of the following is best to fill in (

c1>  benefits c2> originates

el

c2>

c4o

14
c3o

)?
What do you mean?

What’s it all about?

)?

recovers c4> suffers

What do Tanabata and Qixi Festivals have in common?

c1> They are both celebrated only in a temple.

c2> They are both celebrated like Valentine’s Day.

3> They both celebrate reunion of lovers.

c4> People write their wishes on tanzaku in Japan and China.

Which of the following is best to fill in (
1> QOh, that’s awful!

c3> Oh, that’s embarrassing!

Which of the following is best to fill in (
<1> where do people go
3> how do you come

Which of the following is best to fill in (

c1>  delivered to

c3> used to

16

What does Phil mean by sayingﬁ;‘)come on”?

c1> Phil wants Noriko to hurry up.
c2>  Phil thinks Noriko is joking.
3> Phil thinks Noriko is cool.

c4> Phil wants Noriko to start to work.

)?
Oh, that’s fascinating!
Oh, that’s a big deal!

)?
why do people want
what do you do

)?
come to

come from



Which of the following is 'NOT mentioned in this conversation?

<1> Tanabata Festival is widely celebrated in Japan.

c2> Orihime and Hikoboshi are only allowed to meet once a year.

3> People celebrate Tanabata Festival by burning bamboo branches.

c4> Qixi Festival is celebrated in China like Valentine’s Day.
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The author thinks

c1> English abbreviations are completely illogical

c2> Japanese abbreviations are structurally quite long
c3> English abbreviations are rather simple

c4> Japanese abbreviations are sometimes confusing

Which of the following expression is the closest in meaning to “invented”?
el
c1> created 2> adjusted

<3> imported 4> consumed

Which of the following is best to fill in ( 23 )?

c1> when c2>  where c3> why c4> what

Which of the following does NOT include abbreviated words?
c1> Mon-Naka c2> Nikkei
c3> Wellington boots c4> Banoffee Pie

Which of the following is the most suitable title for this passage?
c1> Keeping It Brief

c2> How to Replace Words in English

3> Taking It for Granted

c4> The History of Abbreviations
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27

According to the passage, why did the author sometimes hide the report card?

c1> He didn’t want to read it himself.
c2> He forgot to give it to his parents.
c3> He was planning to change the grades.

c4> He wanted to delay his father’s reaction.

Which of the following is the closest in meaning to(z‘?‘)M”?

c1> finally c2> occasionally <3> lately c4>
Which of the following is best to fillin ( 28 )?

ci> It c2> What c3> When c4>

Which of the following is the closest in meaning to “demanding”?

1> requiring c2> offering 3> making 4>

precisely

Then

giving

What does the author imply by saying @:)Mathematics? I do everything with a

calculator.”?

c1> Mathmatics is very useful for the author.

c2> Mathmatics is important for good jobs.

c3> The author does not need mathmatics much for his job.

c4> The author wishes he had studied mathmatics very hard.



VI ko¥skga FTomwe ([30]~[3 ) ca2se s, BRLELRL0%E, ZhEATO
1o~ cl> DI b L—DFORN, BB, *HDHLEAIIEND .

Japan’s “employment ice age generation”, now in ( 31 ) 40s to 50s, faces an increasing
risk of being in poverty when they are older even if they fully receive basic pension benefits.

(32 ) low wages they tend to earn during their working years, many in the generation
may end up relying on *welfare benefits. Experts call for raising pension benefit levels and
providing housing support for the generation.

The ice age generation refers to about 17 million people who entered the job market from
around 1993 to 2004, when it was difficult to find jobs after Japan’s economic bubble
collapsed in the early 1990s, kicking off long-term slump.

The generation has many low-paid nonregular workers. Many in the generation also
have short histories of participation in the kosei nenkin pension system for corporate and
government employees, which pays extra benefits that add to benefits under the kokumin
nenkin basic pension program with universal coverage.

To many in the generation, the basic pension will be the key source of income
afteeretirement.

The basic pension is paid in full if participants pay premiums for 40 years. The regular
full amount in fiscal 2025 is set at ¥69,308 per month.

However, many people in the ice age generation have periods in which they did not pay
premiums or were exempted from paying due to a lack of income.

The benefits they will receive will, therefore, be less than the full amount, likely leaving
many struggling to make ends meet after retirement. This is feared to result in a sharp
increase in welfare benefit recipients, placing a massive strain on public finances.

(The Japan Times/JIJI, May 7, 2025)

*welfare benefits [ {G{# ]



Which of the following is best to fill in ( 31 )?

c1> our c2> your

Which of the following is best to fill in (32

<1> Due to

c3> Instead of

their c4> its

)?
According to

Otherwise

l_i’»—i] What is one major reason why the “ice age generation” may end up relying on welfare

benefits?

c1> They are not eligible for any kind of pension.

c2> They could not afford to pay taxes when they were young.

c3> They all work for companies without benefits.

c4> They tend to have low lifetime earnings and short pension contribution periods.

Which of the following is the closest in meaning to “retirement”?
G

1> leaving a company

3> trying again

giving up midway

making efforts

@ Which of the following is correct about the passage?

c1> The ice age generation refers to people who had difficulty finding jobs during

Japan’s economic bubble.

c2> Many in the ice age generation will not be able to receive the full amount of

pension.

c3> Kosei nenkin pension system is available to low-paid non-regular workers.

c4> The basic pension is paid to everyone who is older than 40 years.
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